
March 18, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach noted that he would like to give an MRC update as they have been meeting regularly via 
Zoom and have been working on a number of things.  A/T Hanson noted several additions, with two 
LG220 Exempt Permit applications from Wild Rice Conservation Club for raffles to be held in November, 
as well as one LG220 Exempt Permit application from Moving Flom Forward for a raffle on May 14, 
2021.  An added item of Gravel Bids under Road & Bridge portion of the agenda and the addition of 
Camille Parks, Court Administration as part of the County Attorney time period.  A/T Hanson also noted 
that Mark Christianson would be exchanging his 9:45 a.m. time slot with David & Kelly at 11:15 a.m. due 
to another meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with 
additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked if commissioners had the chance to read the minutes of the March 2nd 
meeting.  He noted that he would like a change in the portion of the minutes regarding the building 
summary with regard to the Highway Dept building discussion.  He stated he would like the minutes 
changed to a request for a $7 million dollar proposed building with a $6 million bonding proposal with 
$1 million to come from the building fund.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of 
the March 2 meeting with the change requested.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson read a THANK YOU received from Tammy Sykes with the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program.   

Commissioner Bommersbach gave an update on activities of the MRC, noting they are working on the 
Broadband initiative – supporting greater MN funding.  Also supporting the Emergency Management 
Grant increased funding that he and Garry Johanson had testified to the legislature on last year.  
Commissioner Bommersbach also noted the Clean Car Initiative proposed by Governor Walz, stating 
that MRC is not in favor of this as proposed, they have several concerns.  They would like to have the 
legislature more involved in this process, as they feel the proposal at this time is too “Californian”.   

A/T Hanson brought forward an Affidavit for Duplicate Warrant for Tracy Johnson, Warrant #508906, 
dated September 18, 2020, in the amount of $103.50.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve 
the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the check to Tracy Johnson.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 update.   
Sarah stated she did not have a lot new to report.  She stated that 2,144 county residents have had their 
1st vaccine, or 33% and 1 of 5 county residents have received their 2nd dose.   Public Health has given 
1,345 vaccines.  Public Health is trying to identify people who are not able to get to a vaccine clinic.  
They are continuing to keep an eye on variants.  Some laboratories are testing for variants.  The timeline 
is being shortened to become fully vaccinated.  However, she cautions that we will still need to follow 
precautions while in public until the country is fully vaccinated.   

At 9:55 a.m. David Stene, CFO, and Kelly Kappes, Custodian, addressed the board with a proposal 
received from Sterling Carpet One for replacement of the main (north) courthouse doors in the amount 
of $34,982.  This would include total material and labor to replace the existing exterior doors and 
interior doors, with doors to have closers, rim panics and 1” tempered glass.  Commissioner Hall brought 
information forward regarding Historical Society grants application, and also noted that in the past these 
particular doors had been included in one grant application, but the funding had not allowed proceeding 
with them at that time.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to allow 
Commissioner Hall to contact Michael J. Burns, Architects, whom the county has worked with previously 
on Historical Society Grant applications, to see if they still had the information from one of the prior 
grant opportunities and if the county could proceed with the grant process using that information.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time Chairman Jacobson asked for a short break.   



At 10:15 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, presented the Road & Bridge 
agenda.  The first item on Mr. Ramstad’s agenda was final payment for Contract 2203, for Project SP 
054-618-017 along with CR 03-18-2021-1 A Resolution for Final Payment of Contract 2203 Associated 
with SP 054-618-017; commonly known as the CSAH 18 bridge replacement.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to adopt CR-03-18-2021-1, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on 
roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on 
file in the A/T Office.   

The next item on the Road & Bridge agenda was a resolution on deficient bridges.  A resolution was 
brought forth listing six deficient bridges the county intends to replace, rehabilitate, or remove as soon 
as possible when funds are available.  This lists the bridge on CSAH 42, number 89595, as a high priority, 
with proposed construction year of 2025.  Commissioner Hall moved to approve CR 03-18-2021-2 A 
Resolution Regarding Deficient Bridges.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call 
vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays and the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the 
resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Mr. Ramstad then brought before the board discussion regarding the BNSF lease where the Highway 
Dept had the oil tank which has since been removed.  The Highway Dept had notified BNSF that the tank 
had been removed and cleaned up, and no longer wanted to lease the property.  However, BNSF stated 
the county would need to pay the lease in 2021 to finish the lease.  Mr. Ramstad requested permission 
to pay the BNSF lease agreement for 2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow 
payment of the BNSF lease agreement for 2021.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   

The next item on the Road & Bridge agenda were the gravel bids that were opened on February 23rd 
with four bidders.  Those bidders were Mark Sand & Gravel, Hough, Inc., Davidson Construction and 
Hagen Construction.  Engineer Berndt was requesting approval of all four bids, which would allow 
Norman County to purchase or not purchase as needed from any of the four bidders.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve all four bids for future gravel needs.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with regard to the Norman County Fee 
Schedule for Zoning Permits.  Garry noted that the current fees have been in place since March 1, 2012, 
and he would like to address the need for Renewable Energy Permits for wind towers, solar gardens and 
solar farms.  Mr. Johanson discussed the name plate capacity, WEX (wind energy conversion) and 
proposed fees for a wind tower with less than 120,000 kwh at $300/tower, a solar garden, 1-5 acres, at 
$300/site, and solar farms greater than 5 acres at $1,000/site.  He is still working to figure out a fee for 
solar installations less than 40 kwh.  Garry indicated that this information as well as the proposed fee 
schedule was informational at this time.  When he has determined the last bit of information for the 
small solar installations, he will request the board approve the fee schedule.   

At 10:40 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board with regard to the Ag Inspector services formerly 
provided by the MN Extension Service through their agreement with the County to provide an Extension 
Educator.  The Extension Service is no longer willing to provide this service.  The county has been in 
discussion with Norman County Soil and Water Conservation District to provide the Agriculture 
Inspector Services.  Mr. Cariveau distributed a revised agreement from the one he had e-mailed to 
commissioners prior to the meeting.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion 
to approve the agreement with Norman County Soil and Water Conservation District to provide 
Agricultural Inspector Services.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Mr. Cariveau’s agenda was the salary of the Chief Deputy Sheriff.  Discussion was 
brought forward following the contract negotiations with the deputy sheriff’s when the gap between 
the average deputy sheriff’s salary and the chief deputy sheriff’s salary decreased significantly due to 
the adjustment agreed to for 2021 and 2022 in the deputy sheriff salary.  The Salary Committee 
recommendation would be to increase the salary of the Chief Deputy Sheriff to a rate of $32.78 per hour 
for 2021, retroactive to January 1, 2021.  They would also recommend a 50 cent increase per hour plus 
the COLA for 2022 for the Chief Deputy Sheriff.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Salary 
Committee recommendation for the Chief Deputy to a rate of $32.78/hour for 2021, as well as the 
additional 50 cent increase per hour along with the COLA in 2022.   Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   



The next item of discussion was the issue with bats in the courthouse.  A/T Hanson noted that she was 
aware that Grace Lutheran Church next door was having Bat Pros come out to give them an estimate 
and she would like to contact them to give the county an estimate also.  After some discussion, A/T 
Hanson was given permission to contact Bat Pros for an estimate and to return to the board with it once 
received.   

The next item of discussion was the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit on behalf of Moving Flom 
Forward for a raffle to be held at the Flom Hall on May 14, 2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the Application for Moving Flom Forward for the raffle on May 14th.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward by A/T Hanson was the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit on behalf 
of the Wild Rice Conservation Club to hold a raffle at the County Road 38 Bar and Grill on November 6, 
2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the LG220 Application for the Wild Rice 
Conservation Club.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward another LG220 Application for Exempt Permit on behalf of the Wild 
Rice Conservation Club for a raffle to be held on November 13, 2021, at the Municipal Liquor Store in 
Twin Valley.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the LG220 for the Wild Rice Conservation 
Club.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with his agenda.  Mr. Brue stated that 
there was an issue with the language in the Highway Union Contract and he had arranged a meeting 
with regard to this.   

At this time James turned to Camille Parks, Court Administrator, who addressed the board with a 
request to use the court room for Mahnomen Jury Trials throughout the pandemic.  Ms. Parks explained 
that the Mahnomen Court Room would not allow for proper social distancing for jury members which 
makes it unusable at this time.  She also explained that if Norman County did not want to willingly let 
Mahnomen County use the Courtroom, the judge could order a change of venue, and that would cause 
Norman County to have to provide the bailiff services, etc which would be more costly for Norman 
County.  It was the consensus of the board that they would work with Mahnomen County but they 
would appreciate communication with the A/T Office as far as requested dates for Jury Trials as well as 
notification as soon as one has been cancelled or rescheduled.  This was definitely going to take timely 
communication between Court Administration and the A/T Office.  Administrator Parks assured the 
board members that she would notify the A/T Office of any changes as soon as she knew of them.   

At 11:15 a.m. Mark Christianson, County Feedlot Officer, addressed the board with the 2020 County 
Feedlot Officer Annual Report.  Mark noted he had performed 4 feedlot inspections in 2020.  Nothing 
much has changed in Norman County at this time.  He did hand out some information from the MN 
Pollution Control Agency regarding notable changes to the feedlot NPDES general permit.  Most notable 
change being mitigation of nitrate leaching, caused by concerns over manure application contributing to 
elevated nitrate levels in groundwater resources but also help ensure fall applied nitrogen remains in 
the soil profile and available to upcoming crop for maximum profitability.  Commissioner Redland made 
a motion to approve the 2020 Feedlot Annual Report.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $10,201.74   Road & Bridge - $17,611.46  Building - $11.99 

County EDA - $3,300.00   Public Health - $3,947.44  Solid Waste - $29.99 

County Ditch - $120.00   County Homes - $400.00  TOTAL - $35,622.62 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:25 a.m. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


